
 
 

Date: 26 November 2025 

 

 

Dear Stakeholder 

 
THE ELECTRICAL SAFETY STANDARDS FOR PRIVATE TENANCIES 
REGULATIONS (NORTHERN IRELAND) 2024 
 
This letter is to remind you that minimum requirements for electrical safety 
standards, as set out in the above Regulations, apply to all tenancies by 
1 December 2025.  
 
These Regulations emanate from Section 10 of the Private Tenancies Act (NI) 2022, 
and the intent is to reduce the risk of injury or death, caused by an electrical fault 
within private rental properties.    
 
All tenancies must be compliant by 1 December or the date the first electrical 
inspection and testing is carried out.   
 
The Regulations introduce electrical safety standards for private rental properties, 
and a landlord must: 
 
 

➢ Ensure a rental property has its hardwired electrical installation inspected and 
tested by a qualified electrician every five years, or less if the most recent report 
specifies a shorter timeframe. 

 

➢ Following the inspection obtain a report from the qualified electrician confirming 
whether the property has met the industry standard and passed, or if the report 
identifies a fault take remedial action within the required timescale.  

 

➢ Retain a copy of this report until the next inspection and test is due. 
 

➢ Provide a copy of the report to the tenant within 28 days of receipt, and also to 
the council within 7 days on request. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Having a five-yearly inspection of a private rented property’s hardwired electrical 
installation will benefit both landlords and tenants as it will identify and allow 
corrective action to be taken: 

 

✓ if any part of the electrical installation is overloaded; 
 
✓ there are any potential electric shock risks and fire hazards; 

 
✓ there is any defective electrical work, or 

 
✓ if there is a lack of earthing or bonding which are the two mechanisms built 

into electrical installations to prevent electrical shocks.  
 

The Regulation and associated guidance notes (which includes an animation) 
can be accessed via the following link: 
 
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/articles/electrical-safety-standards-private-
tenancies-regulations-northern-ireland-2024  
 
 

Once the compliance date of 1 December 2025 is reached, it will be a prosecutable 
offence for landlords not to comply with these standards.  
 
If you have any queries on the introduction of the Regulations, please use the 
following contact points:   
 

1. : prs@communities-ni.gov.uk; 
2. By written request to Audrey Fallon, Department for Communities, Private 

Rented Branch, Level 4 Causeway Exchange,  
1-7 Bedford Street, BELFAST BT2 7EG. 

 
 
I trust you find this information helpful. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 

 
JULIE LAVERY 
DfC Housing, Private Rented Branch 
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